Tram Post of Hamburg

Hamburger StraRenbahnpost

The picture shows a tram on line 33 (Wilstorf to Hamburg Centre) crossing the
bridge of the river Elbe. The post box is fixed above the coupling.

Objective of the exhibit
The exhibit shows the history of the connection between the Reichspost and the tram
companies in Hamburg between 1868 and 1958.

Foreword

The different forms of organization (transport of mailbags, tram transport by Reichspost's
own sidecars and tram boxes) are described and the tram vehicles used are shown.
During this time the ,Reichspost’ (imperial post) used the extensive tram network for
postal letter and express service. The tram network in Hamburg was in a star configuration
at the central railway station.

The purpose of the transportation was a fast supply lead of the letters in the post internal
circuit.

Letterboxes on street corners or in post-office buildings were emptied regularly one to
three times per day; tram mailboxes nearly every hour. Every box reaching the central
points was emptied. The transmission time for letters could be shortened to around one to
two days.

A contract was entered between the “Reichspost’ and the “HHA” (“Hamburger Hochbahn
Aktiengesellschaft’ — Hamburg elevated railway corporation) concerning the postal service
and was effective from the 1. September 1920. Between the 1. September 1920 and 31.
December 1921 only express letters or telegrams were allowed to be send.

The “HHA” fastened post boxes to the tramcars. Emptying places were located near
Hamburg central station. Because of the success of this postal service ordinary letters
were also allowed to be posted; these however required special charges of 75 Pfennig;
beginning 1. January 1922.

For telegrams and express letters no special fee was to be paid.

The central theme of the exhibit is the sending of ordinary letters (1922 to 1943).

contact address: Heinz. K. Selig, Postfach 822, D-71608 Ludwigsburg



Plan of the exhibit

1. Foreword, General and History (1868 to 1921)
Postal Administration of Hamburg
Early Days (1868 to 1920
Stadtrohrpost (city pneumatic tube system) of Hamburg
The tram mailboxes (September 1, 1920 to 1958)
The “Post Pavillon”
2. Changes of the special charge in the time of hyperinflation (1922 - 1923)

3. Constant charge -5 Pfennig (1. December 1923 — July 1943)
3.0 After the Currency Reform (1. December 1923)
3.1 Postcards
3.2 Standard Letter for up to 20 grammes
3.3 Express delivery
3.4 Posted to foreign countries
3.41 Foreign airmail and express letters
3.4.2 Express letters to occupied countries — for example Bohemia and Moravia
3.5 Army postal service
3.6 The End of the tram post 1943
3.7 Schaffnerpost (railway mail emplyee) Altrahistedt-Volksdorf-Wohlidorf (1909-1922)
4. Tram post between 1949 and 1958
5. Souvenir Postcards and special Postmarks

6. My special thanks
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Postal Administration of Hamburg

fi Hamburg : I : il - Hauptpost und Botanischer Gurtelf%

The post office Hamburg 36 and the post office Hamburg 2 were housed in the building of the
“‘Oberpostdirektion” (Postal Directorate). Post office 36 was a central point of the pneumatic tube system.
There was a close connection between the tram post and the pneumatic tube in order to transport letters and

telegrams quickly.
Picture Postcard: “Hamburg, Hauptpost und Botanischer Garten”, Publishing sign without name, unused, printed around 1905.



Early Days beginning 1868.

A horse-drawn tram connected Hamburg's Rathausmarkt with the Wandsbeker Zoll. The first trams of
Hamburg beginning from August 16, 1866.

In November 1866, a second line to Barmbek was built also for horse cars by the Hamburger Pferde-
Eisenbahn-Gesellschaft (Hamburg horse car railway company)

For three shillings it goes from Rathausmarkt to Wandsbek or Barmbek, according to the timetable in 42

minutes.

The two level horse tram cars with
space for 38 people were delivered
by the Lauenstein'schen Wagen-
Fabrik-Gesellschaft in Hamburg.
The seats on the upper deck were
not accessible  to female
passengers. The construction of
the 105 km long route to
Wandsbek was completed in a few
months.
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The picture shows the place in
front of the Commerz-Deputation
(Handelskammer, still without town

Original photo from the Selig © collection (Photo taken around 1880)

The Royal Prussian Post began using the existing tramway services to transport letters and parcels as early
as 1868.

The trams took over the transport of letter sacks with a flat rate of 10 Pfennigs per 10 kg sack. The postal
workers also use the tram to carry out their duties.

More routes followed gradually.

1875 to Hamm and Horn; 1880 to Eppendorf, Fuhlsbittel, Hohenfelde and Uhlenhorst; 1884 to Eimsbuttel
and Poseldorf.

Picture Postcard: Publisher Hamburger Hochbahn AG 1978. "First horse tram to Wandsbek (1866)"

The horses were Norman gray stallions, Belgian black horses as well as Mecklenburg browns and foxes.
The “Horse Car Railway Company Hamburg” built a depot with stables for 145 horses and a carriage hall on
the site of the former Wendemuth manor.



Stadtrohrpost (city pneumatic tube system) of Hamburg

To forward telegrams and letters quickly pneumatic tube line was put in Hamburg into operation on 1 February 1887.
As an example of the construction was the 1853 between the London Stock Exchange and the Central Telegraph
Office built city pneumatic tube system. Manufacturer of the system in Hamburg was the Hamburg-based companies
K A. Gutknecht. Later built this company also the systems in Rio de Janeiro and New York. The pipelines consisted
of 65 mm iron pipes manufactured in diameter.

City pneumatic
post tube system

In 1912, the network had a length of 19.5 kilometres. At this time, 10 post offices were connected in Hamburg, as well
as the post office Altona (Prussia). In the building of the Postal Administration of Hamburg the post office Hamburg 36
and the post office Hamburg 2 were accommodated at the same time. In the post office Hamburg 36 was a central
point of the pneumatic post system.
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The postcard shows the post office Hamburg 36 in which also the post office 2 was. Lithograph postcard used 1901.
(publishing house Heinr. Gethmann, Hamburg
Right: Stadtrohrpostapparat (pneumatic tube station) fmm 1887.



The later cooperation between the Reichspost and the tram company in Hamburg
was based on the Prussian State Railways Act of July 28, 1892.
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Tram station in front of the Commerz Deputation building (Handelskammer / Borse). In 1884 the Hamburg
City Hall was built on this site.

Hamburger the Commerz-Deputation (Handelskammer) and “Kleine Alster”, backround St. Nikolai, Foto about 1870. References:
Wikipedia - Datei:Bérse Hamburg 1860.jpg
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Picture Postcard: Publisher Hamburger Hochbahn AG 1978. "Dampf-StraBenbahn Hamburg-Wandsbek 1879 — 1897 (‘Das
Platteiesen”)"

From 1879 to mid-1897, the wagons were pulled by steam locomotives on the horse-drawn tram line
between Rathausmarkt and Wandsbek. They were called "Blgeleisen" (iron) because of the look of the
locomotive.



Planned as an electric railway with overhead lines, the trains were first steam powered, because of
difficulties concerning the construction of the electrical installations and a delay delivering the engines.

In Hamburg, the first electric trams powered by contact wires were in regular service on March 5, 1894. By
the end of the first stage of tram electrification in 1897, 387 two-axle tram (Motor-Tram of the Z1 series (with
5 side windows)) had been produced. In 1896 for the first time, the two-axle motor vehicle was allowed to
drive a sidecar. The old horse-drawn tram cars were used for this.

The postcard shows the traffic situation on Stephansplatz around 1904. A traffic junction for various
tram lines. Here the Ringbahn (a red "R" as roof sign) threads its way from the direction of the main train
station from the Esplanade in the direction of the Ringstrasse (in the middle). It crosses Mittelweglinie (later
line 28), which has a black "O" as the roof symbol (from the left) and the line "Kleiner Alsterring” (later line
18) with the red "A" as the roof symbol on the right.

You can see the Hotel Meyer opposite the "Esplanade-Hof" which was demolished in 1906 and on whose
property the luxury hotel "Esplanade" was inaugurated in 1907.

Picture Postcard: “Hamburg, Stephansplatz”® Verlag Knackstedt & Nather, Kunstanstalt fiir Lichtdruck und Photographie, Hamburg,
unused, printed around 1904.

Roof sign Lines
Signage, roof lantern, interpretation of the roof sign

28. Ohisdorf - Rathausmarkt via Alsterdorfer Strale, Winterhuder Marktplatz, Maria-
Louisen-StralRe, Mittelweg, Stephansplatz. White signs with black lettering, white roof
lantern. Roof sign: O for Ohlsdorf

26. Ring tram around the inner city from Georgsplatz via Lombard Bridge, Holstenplatz,
Landungsbriicken, Baumall, Messberg and vice versa. White signs with black lettering,
white roof lantern. Roof sign: R because Ringbahn

18. GroRer Alsterring, Winterhuder Marktplatz via Eppendorfer Landstrasse,
Rothenbaumchaussee, Rathausmarkt, Mundsburger Briicke, Mihlenkamp and vice
versa. Light green signs with red letters, roof lantern dark yellow. Roof sign: Pretty big A

because big Alsterring




Post tram system of Hamburg
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Increasing postal traffic,
shortage of personnel and the
effects of the war forced the
Reichspost in Hamburg to find
ways to transport parcels and
letters economically.

Already before 1900, the tram
network was used to transport
closed mail bags by courier
from one post office to another.
Now the Reichspost began to
use its own post tram mail
vans on the extensive rail
system of the tram.

Older sidecar were 1917
rebuilt, equipped with sliding
doors and used as a van.
Some post offices even got a
direct siding.

For philatelists there are no
identifiable features on the
documents, which were
transported by the post mail
trains.

Post Tram System
/7 (1918 -1927)
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The average daily 38 trips were carried out by the tram driver of the HHA. About 425 km was the daily
distance. The HHA received 50 Pfennigs compensation per kilometre driven. (HHA - Hamburger

Hochbahn Aktiengeselischaft, which operated the tram network).



For example Tram line 26 (Ringbahn around the city center)

Ring-Line: "GlockengieRerwall" - "Georgplatz" - "Lombardsbriicke" (today "John -F_-Kennedy-Briicke") -
"Stephansplatz” - "Ringstrasse” - "Millerntor” - "Sylter Allee" - “Landungsbriicken” - “Kayen" - "Dovenfleeth"” -
"Messberg” - "Steintorwall” - "Glockengiesserwall”.

Hamburg  Chile- u. Ballinhaus

Line 26. Postcard (Verlag Karl Wilbert, Hamburg 36, Neustatter Str.): "Burchhardplatz” (1924). The postcard shows
a Z1 motor car. The Ringbahn was integrated in 1918 from the "Strassen-Eisenbahn.Gesellschaft SEG" in the
HHA. The tramcar of the line 26 carries the red R as a roof sign.
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The Rinbahn touched 10 post offices in Hamburg. The staffs of the Post Office 1 and the Postpavilion sorted the
incoming mails in mailbags. Every mailbag was for another delivery post office. The mailbags were then delivered via
the ring train to the destination post offices by courier. Thus, the delivery of mail bags to the delivery post offices could
be done quickly and easily. At the same time, the pneumatic tube system was relieved of the normal letters, which
was mainly intended for telegrams and express letters.



For example Tram line 11

Line 11: Borgfelde (Burgstrasse) - Graumannsweg - Lange Reihe - Hermannstrasse - Rathausmarkt - Stephansplatz
- Dammtor - Schaferkampsallee - Eimsbattel - Langenfelde (Kieler Strasse).

Post box

Post box on the tram line 11. Postcard "Stephansplatz with Hotel Esplanade” (publisher Amold Cohn, Hamburg).
Two-axle tram motorcar V1 2019. The typical rear and front of the motorcar with 5 side windows. The route of line 11
was changed from 14.10.1924 on Hammer Park - Central Station - Monckebergstrale - Rathausmarkt -
Stephansplatz - Schéaferkampallee - Langenfelde. The tram mailbox service was introduced in Hamburg on 1.9.1920.
The emptying of the fram mailboxes of the line 11 took place at the Hauptbahnhof (main station) by the employees of
the “Postpavillions”. The collected telegrams, express letters and normal letters from the street mail box were sent to
the post office 1 "Hihnerposten” by pneumatic post system or manually through a walk-in tunnel below the rail
system.
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At the last car of
the trams, which
touched the
Stephansplatz or
the Hauptbahnhof
( main station), a
mailbox was
attached..

The coloured postcard (publisher Kunstverlag A.N.H. - used 1916) shows the mail railway sidings and the building of
the main post office 1 "Hilhnerposten” in the year 1905. This post building is opposite the Hauptbahnhof (central
station). The office Hamburg 1 (Postbahnhof - so called "Hiihnerposten” ) is still without roofing. In the foreground to
the right is a guardhouse of the station "Klostertor”. In 1905, the railway line to Altona was still in operation.



MénckebergstraBe connected the Rathausplatz with the Hauptbahnhof (main train station). The following
lines ran on this road: 1, 2,4, 6,7, 9, 16, 18, 22 and 25

ergstralie

The picture card from Ménckebergstralle in the direction of Ménckebergbrunnen and fork in Spitalerstrasse
shows on roof signs on the Hamburg tram which were abolished in 1935.

Next to the taxi in the foreground you can see the track that leads from the horse market (current name
Gerhart-Hauptmann-Platz) to Rosenstralle. The tram mailbox can be seen at the right tram (line 4) rear of
the tram's sidecar. At that time the mailboxes were red.

Picture Postcard: "Hamburg, Ménckebergstrae” photo publishing company: Edmund Kummer, Hamburg 39, unsed. Print about 1535
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This postcard also shows Monckebergstrale in the direction of Ménckebergbrunnen and the fork in
Spitalerstrale. The cream-colored tram Z1 runs as line 16. The photo was probably taken in 1940 before
World War |l. No author is indicated on the postcard. The reprint comes from “Der Stéberladen”, Hamburg,
printed around 1970. The GEVERS & MYRUS logo could be seen on a picture from 1940. Apparently this
was a specialty store for housewares and steel goods. The big sign of "NIROSTA", the stainless steel is said
to be rust resistant as a result of the presence of chromium in the alloy.

Picture Postcard: "Hamburg, Mdnckebergstrae” photo publishing company: “Der Stéberladen®, Hamburg 39, unsed. reprint about
1970.




Jungfernstieg -Alsterpavitlon
und Alsterblick

S —
Alster pavilion, Jungfernstieg and Z2 / Z2B tram 1936.
This picture postcard from 1936 The black-white-red trade flag flutters on the Alster pavilion, the lively
traffic on Jungfernstieg is regulated by a traffic light. This Alster pavilion, designed by the architectural office
of Rambatz & Jollasse, was opened on June 9, 1914,
The “Prien-Haus" can be seen on the left edge of the photo. The letters on the facade form the name
"Alstereck". The building designed by the architect Gottfried Schramm (Elingius + Schramm Architects) was
built in 1936 for the businessman Ludwig Prien. Mr. Prien ran the “Alstereck” café until the beginning of the

Second World War. The letter box was attached on the last car of the tram.
Picture Postcard: "Hamburg, Jungfernstieg - Alsterpavillon and Alsterblick” photo print logo P M, used without stamp
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Gansemarkt, the left tram shows the characteristic roof sign "W" (Wansbek - Eimsbuttel) with the letter box
attached on the rear and the right one with the roof sign “O” (Ohlsdorf - Rathausmarkt).

Buildings and vehicles provide an indication of when a photo is available. The UFA-Palast in the
Deutschlandhaus was opened on December 21, 1929, the Deutschlandhaus was built in 1928/1929. So the
photo was taken in 1929 or 1930.

Picture Postcard:Hamburg “Gansemarkt” Publisher: Hans Andres Hamburg 1. Photo: Hans Hartz Nr.E 115/50 used without stamp



Rolling stock of the tram
In times of rush hour the trams running with motor coach and trailer vehicle. The mail boxes were always attached at
the end of a tram train. If the motor coach ran alone at weekends, then this got the mail box.

“Gdnsemarkt”. The line 18 had the following route 1939: Business station “Dorotheenstralle”, “Winterhuder
Markiplatz®, “Rothenbaumchaussee”, “Rathausmarkt” (city hall market), “Hauptbahnhof™ (central station), “Hofweg™.
More than 20 of 42 tram lines were involved in the network of the postal service.

V2 four-axle railcar with V2B sidecar. Year 1928, manufacturer: Waggonfabrik Falkenried, Hamburg WaF

At first time the fleet of tram cars consists out of two-axle basic steel rack and wooden car castes. In 1927 a greater
four-axle vehicles became in use, since 1935 in a version in a complete steel style.

Tram post rubber supplement cancel (choice)

Aus > i .
A Strakenbaty- é:effuitm_ two line rubber cancel L 2: 43 mm 1922 - 1924
us dem _
B Shaﬁﬁ'mhn‘grlgfrm two line rubber cancel L 2: 55 mm 1924 _ 1930
Aus dem _
c Strassenbahnbriefkasten two line rubber cancel L2: 70 mm 1930 - 1938

Because of the special charges the shipments required a special rubber stamp from the tram post; this had to display
the massage “Aus dem StraBenbahnbriefkasten” (“From the tram post box”).

Insufficient payments for postage received an excess penalty.

In order to avoid misunderstandings with the public the signification of “express letter” was gradually replaced by the
stamp from “EILBRIEF” (express letter) to “StraBenbahnpost” (tram post). Therefore the rubber stamp "Aus dem
StraBenbahnbriefkasten” (“From the tram post box") had become redundant (see cancel Type 3 to 4 and 5).



The tram route network between the “Elbtunnel” and the “Hauptbahnhof” (central station)

1849

Hauptbahnhof
Elbtunnel

g “Elbtunnel 0. St Dauli Landungsbriicken

Between 1907 and 1911 a tunnel was built between Hamburg and Steinwerder with a length of 450 m and a
depth of 20 meters below the Elbe. The postcard shows the tunnel entrance. On the left side of the photo
you can see two trams (line 14 and line 7) each with letter boxes.

Picture Postcard: "Hamburg, Elbtunnel u. St. Landungsbriicken”, photo without printer information, unused 1930.
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The main station was the central point for emptying the mailbox of the tram. On the postcard on the far left

you can see a group of Post employees (so-called "runners”) waiting for the next tram.
Picture Postcard: "Hamburg, Hauptbahnhof”, printer Verlag Wilhelm Wagner, Hamburg 19, unused 1940,











































































































































